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GUlde I'ester5 fcund DmDown
REVIEWS &
2615 s SD's version of water-resis-

WARAHT tant down, as equally effec-
tive as L.L. Bean’s DownTek
in side-by-side field tests |
the Rockies and ¢ :,utland

| The Tov won us over for its
more winter-friendly fit and
features, which include a
longer, butt-protecting cut,
helmet-compatible hood,
thumbholes for preventing

| wrist gaps, and big, glove-

| friendly zipper pulls. $259; J jegegs;
| sierradesigns.com ittt
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44 The Tov won us over for its more

winter-friendly fit and features 44
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a multiday hut trip. d4

|
|

{ :
. [MULTIDAY SKI TOURING] e
| f i ' I ' ] |
L = . il , i g i DIC. E iZEnaas
| Finally! A weekend-size pack tai- | HENOW K Raorns
| lored for skiing. The Ymir 55 pairs | o I o <ol
| day-tour features (like a dedicated AT T 7SN T Rl
| safety-tools compartment, hel- | e T3> goGED
met sling, and goggle pocket) with | ik ACKPACKEF {
enough cargo capacity for a multi- g o

| day hut trip. Best of all, the Ymir

| hauls it all comfortably. $200: 4 Ibs.
6 oz.; 55 liters; sierradesigns.com

» See our full review in the
November issue.
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[BIG AND LIGHT]
Sierra Designs Mountain Guide Tarp

¢ This lightweight shelter served as a basecamper, a day shelter for a
gl 1 i climbing party, and a winter mess tent. But the most impressive thing
| | | itdidwas help save a life: One tester used It as a command center

| | during a search-and-rescue operation in Joshua Tree National Park. "l
was able to fit four rangers and their gear inside with enough room to
move and place maps around,” he says. The single-pole pitch is quick
and simple (though the material can easily catch wind before it's
taut). The towering 89-inch maximum height and 109-square-foot
floor let personnel move in and out easily, while roof vents circling the
spire kept condensation from accumulating. After riding out a rain-
storm, our tester said, “The stiff perimeter material on the umbrella
cover over the vents kept rain (even when it was whipping sideways)
from getting inside.” On winter trips, it's best to put something under

i the central pole to keep it from sinking into the snow while under ten-

sion. Snow perimeter flaps keep out most of the blowing stuff.and a

i low vent serves as a perfect opening for cooking when the shelter is

| | used as a mess tent on group trips. The 70-denier canopy showed no

signs of wear, and the guyout points are reinforced with extra-burly
material. $300; 5 bs. 13 oz.; sierradesigns.com
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44 The most impressive thing it did B8

was help save a life 44
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Sleeping Bags

All-Conditions Down
‘Will water-repellent down bags make

[BARGAIN]
Siemra Designs Zissou 15
Fact: Backpackers in Sc da not

Normal down

DriDown

[VLTRALIGHT]
Seato Summit Talus Ts |

carry down sleeping bags. “It's damp,
dank. and humid here almost all year”
SEYS oUr Man in Scotland. <it's practi.
cally suicide to carry a down bag. Until
now!" Dur tester and his friend took the
Zissou, stuffed with 600-fill Drilown
(SD's proprietary version of water-
esistant down) and a traditional down
bag to Caimgorm Mational Park, and
after just three days of relentlessly
soggy weather, the traditional bag
had gone limp, while the Zissou never
lost its loft. °l was very impressed”
he reports. “And other than that hugs
benefit, there was literally no difference
between the OriDown and traditional
down in terms of packability, weight, cr
any other performance factor™ The cut
is a standard mummy shape, and the minimal draft collar
worked well enough to keep testers comfortable into the
teens. The shell is made from durable 30-denier, micro-
ripstop polyester with DWR. The downside? The 600-fill
down s less expensive than prermier 800-fill, but it's also
heavier and bulkier to pack (the Zissou packs down to 8
by 16 inches in its included, nmrr‘lePwnn stuffsack).
$260: 2 Ibs. Tl oz.: reg. and

synthetic insulation obsolete? 44

This feaths ight was a hit with warm and cold sleep-
@rs alike. According to one tester who “sweats like I'm in
a hot yoga class when | sleep” the Talus ably handled
his excessive moisture generation, even in the perenni-
ally wet conditicns of the Pacific Northwest. Credit the
combination of water-resistant 750-fill Ultra-Dry Down
(5TS' name for DownTek) and the 30-denier nylon
shell fabric, which Is highly breathable. &s body malsture
passes through the lining, the water-resistant coating
on the down facilitates the vapor's
flow aut through the shell instead of
trapping it in the plumes. as standard
feathers would. And the 750-fill duck
down (which is less expensive than
goose down) also managed 1o keep
a cold sleeper happy right down to
the bag's 23°F rating. *| can finally
stay warm in subfreezing conditions
without resorting to a 0°F bagl® he
says. Our broad-shouldered testers
appreciated the relaxed murmmy cut,
but some felt the hood was too volu-
minous and hard to keep warm, The
whale package compresses down to
honeydew melon-size in the included
compression stuffsack. 534%;11b.13 oz;
shart, reg., and long; sea
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